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LEEDS PERMANENT BUILDING SOCIETY,

British League

Promoted by the English Table Tennis Association

" Focus On First Four Fixtures

by Mike Loveder

LEAGUE tables are starting to take shape with the first four fixtures
completed, by most teams, on Sunday 23 October. From results seen so
far there are quite a few new faces and names emerging.

Tony Stark is making a name for himself in the Premier with Armada
400. On debut he beat Mark and Nigel Thomas although he could not
prevent his team from going down 3-5 to Butterfly Cardiff. More
recently’ Armada have recruited Ali Gordon from Ashford while Mike
Hammond returns to TSP Larkhall after one match. Grove beat Chan
Construction without Jimmy Stokes and Bayer Bradford without
Bradley Billington. However they dropped a valuable point to Ashford
although they were at full strength for the first time. Ashford were
without the injured Dave Hannah but have Glenn Baker to thank for
beating Billington and Stokes. Bradford lost 3-5 to Armada in an
important fixture despite Michael O’Driscoll beating the Pauls, Whit-
ing and Giles. Ali Gordon on Premier debut beat Bradford’s No 4 by 10
& 7 but lost 25-27 in the 2nd to Martin Kinsella. Cardiff beat Chan 8-0to
make it look easy but concealed Tony Taylor’s struggle to beat John
Holland 23-21 in the 3rd. Alan Griffiths resurfaced at No 4 to take his
two. It looks as if Des Douglas is recruiting for Bathwick Tyres in Korea
as they were still to make a start in mid-October!

Division 1 North

Stuart Richards led Grove 11 to a 5-3 win over Warwicks, beating Andy
Rich and Adrian Dixon. However Dixon beat John Hilton 19 in the 3rd
for a 5-3 win over Kettler Sport. Lee Neil starred for Ruston Marconi
Lincoln with wins over Mick Harper and Keith Richardson for a 5-3
over MBS St Neots. It was Harper & Stuart Palmer who found John
Kitchener in good form when Britannia Ipswich won 6-2. Grove’s Chris
Oldfield fared well at No 1 against RM Lincoln beating Stephen Yallop
and Lee Neil comfortably. John Ellis seemed to be on equally good form
with comfortable victories over Stuart Worrell and Derek Munt in the
same match. Craig Bakewell prevented City of Leeds from whitewash-
ing Burslem ANC with a useful win over Bennie Robertson and did the
same against St Neots, beating Palmer. Grove beat Br Ipswich 6-2 in a
match which could easily have resulted in a draw. Jonathan Taylor kept
his cool to win 4 deuce games and beat Richard Tanner and Phil
Logsdon. It will be interesting to see what happens to Grove II if they
win this division as they cannot be promoted to the Premier.

Division 1 South

Ritchie Venner must be regarded as the defenders nightmare as he beat
Gordon Chapman and Frank Hams conceding a total of 35 pts on the
day when Horsham Dolphins beat Larkhall 7-1. John Dennison and
Richard Darnell did well to stay unbeaten as Team Ramlosa Essex beat
Dagenham FC 5-3. Gary Wilson emerged unscathed against Doleq
Carpets and Ramlosa but he was unable to prevent Plymouth Bulldogs
dropping 3 pts. C&L Ruislip found resistance in the form of young
Steve Ward when they met Doleq as he beat John Taylor and Andy
Cunningham. However no-one has seriously threatened Nigel Tyler
and Andy Wellman.

Dagenham sunk to Dolphins 3-5 but not without Richard Jermyn
snatching two from Paul Elphick and Andy Dodd. Rejects recorded
their 1st win at the expense of Percy Collino’s former team Larkhall.
Richard Beckham gained Man of the Match for 3rd-game victories over
Frank Hams and Babs Adedayo. Rejects were crushed by Dagenham on
a scoresheet showing Div 3 South! Andy Dodd recovered from his loss
to Jermyn with two wins from the Bulldogs and aided Dolphins to a 5-3
victory with wins over Tony Sweet and Gary Wilson. The Devon side
won 2 of their 3 games at deuce in the 3rd. Ruislip were merciless
against a strengthened Larkhall. Mark Oakley beat Phil Cox for
Larkhall’s sole win. Ramlosa were held to a draw by Doleq as Dennison
and Andrew Evans won.

Division 2 North

Three ladies, assisted by Keith Sillitoe, earned a 6-2 win for Grove over
Chan. Jill Harris, Helen Lower and Julie Billington won 5 of their 6.
Vymura’s Graham Clarke produced a good spell of hitting to give the
single-figure treatment to Martin Pickles and Phil Smith when they
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beat RM Leicester 7-1. He continued his winning ways against Geoff
Davies and Gary Jordan of March for a 6-2 away win. Royal Mail
Leicester have suffered two 3-5 losses at the hands of Ormesby, when
Michael Nesbit beat Smith and Maurice Newman, and March when
Davies secured two comfortable wins. The powerful Graeme McKim
helped WC Wellingborough to demolish Chan. Andy Cockerill won
two for Chan against Ormesby but his team lost 3-5. Helen Lower
demonstrated she could be rated higher as she battled away for her two
vital wins on Grove’s 6-2 away win at Oldham. So, Ormesby take an
early lead but have tougher fixtures to come soon.

Division 2 South

Cheltenham Saracens flexed their muscles against Butterfly Cardiff II
with Mark Owen leading the team to a 6-2 victory with wins over Paul
Lewis and Trevor Manning. Dave Newman beat Tony Clayton when
Chelmsford OC’s swept aside any Jolliffe Poole challenge. Surprising to
see Max Crimmins lose both his games to Cardiff in Ashford first
fixture, but he sailed home against Poole. Neil Harris prevented Fellows
Cranleigh from getting a point when he beat Martin Speight and Clive
Carthy, the latter at deuce in the 3rd. However Dave Window was truly
remarkable for Cranleigh despite them losing 1-7 to Ashford. He beat
David Goode 22-20 in the 3rd and lost the 3rd to Kenny Jackson 23-25.
Hakan Sigrell took two against VS Tonbridge to help Poole to their 1st
win. Tonbridge crashed to Deptford Rams who, during September, had
been struggling despite the inclusion of Phil Bradbury. Alex Facey
played well to win his two against Saracens although his team could
only salvage a draw. Against Chelmsford Facey lost 2 close games to
Grant Solder and Dave Newman and his team went down 3-5. It was
Pandus Ademakinwa who turned the match against Tonbridge with 2
determined wins. Trevor Manning ‘entertained’ for Cardiff as he led
them to a 7-1 victory over Cranleigh with two comfortable wins. Young-
sters Tom Cutler and Grant Solder found good form for Chelmsford to
help give Saracens the whitewash treatment.

Division 3 East

Keith Samuels stepped in at the last minute for Dunstable Pioneer vs Br
Ipswich and led his team to a 5-3 victory with wins over Richard
Hutchinson and Mark Donahue. But without Keith, Dunstable beat
Levi's Westfield 6-2 largely thanks to two wins from Glen Wilkes. AHW
(Bletchley) Comets fell 1-7 to Thorn Ellenborough but 6 games ended at
19 or deuce. Jonathan Proffitt beat Jon Bradbury 19, 19 and beat Phil
Aspinall at deuce in the 3rd. Aspinall beat Lesley Keast 24-22 in the 3rd
for AHW's sole win. A 5-3 win was gained by the Comets over City of
Milton Keynes as Aspinall starred taking two from Martin Les & Viv
McCarthy. To keep things fairly even Comets drew with Fellows
Cranleigh as Robert Harman beat Jason Tendler 19 in the third in the
8th game. Ellenbro found more resistance in Cranleigh as Dave Solman
secured excellent victories over Jon Proffitt and Dipak Topiwala. He
probably spent the rest of the day counting ranking points! Thorn
survived this setback winning 5-3 with Lesley Keast in a key role
winning two close games against Jason Clark & lan Harris. Richard
Hutchinson did not have too much trouble with CMK’s Ian Doughty
and Mark Beaumont as he helped Ipswich to a 6-2 win. However he
could not help much against Norwich Foxwood, losing to the two
Stevensons. Ritchie Nelhams went down fighting in this match as he
lost to Martin Stevenson 26-28, 20-22. Every game was won two-straight
as Thorn stormed to a mammoth 7-1 win over Westfield while Dun-
stable, in contrast, won 3 games narrowly in the 31d to secure their 5-3
win over CMK. It’s looking tough at the top with 3 teams having won all
of their first 3 matches.

Division 3 North

lan Collier helped Bribar-Byker to get off to a good start with 2 wins to
beat Vymura International 6-2. Vymura’s 2 were both won 24-22 in the
3rd. Chris Bryan starred in Seat Peterborough’s whitewash of
Crusaders Lincoln in a match which was declared as “a pleasure to
referee”. Steve George appeared to be quite ruthless in the Hartlepool
People Centre 8-0 victory over Ormesby III. All games were won two-

































































